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TRIBUTES TO A GREAT KEEPER 



LEN BADGER (Captain, Sheffield United): 

Everyone knows that Alan Hodgkinson is a great ’keeper and 
I suppose other people will have paid tribute to his skill and Icnnth 
of service, etc. ^ 

1 would like to say what a wonderful help he has been to 
younger players entering the team. He has always helped me 
tremendously, I like to think I have benefitted from his experience 
He has always gone out of his way to be helpful, on and off the 
field, and this means a lot, especially when you arc away from home 
abroad, and a little unsure of yourself. * 

He helps to keep team spirit going even during the summer 
months, organising cricket matches for us. I'll never forget what 
Alan has done for me, and I’m sure other young players at the club 
feel just as grateful. 


JOHN HARRIS (Manager of Sheffield United): 

Alan has been a wonderful servant in his 15 years at the Lane. 

He is a wonderful man and a great goalkeeper. He has been one 
of the most, if not the most, consistently good in his position 
throughout his career in League football. 

On the field, he is conscientious, courageous, and an inspiration 
to his teammates. 

Off the field he is conscientious, smanly dressed, keen on his 
training and thinking about the game. He is a first-rate ambassador 
for his club and city, at home and abroad. 

On and off the field he sets a wonderful example to any aspiring 
young player, and his value to the club cannot be judged solely on 
his incredible performances on match days. 

Alan has given the club so much more than this, as supporters 
will readily testify and I hope his testimonial brings this fine 
professional a suitable ‘thank you* from the people of Sheffield. 


DICK WRAGG (Chairman, Sheffield United Football Committee); 

A testimonial for Alan Hodgkinson is just reward for the 
latest in a long and impressive line of players at Bramall Lane who 
have given lengthy and devoted service to the club. 

I was impressed when I watched Alan as a junior, and I have 
been impressed ever since with his ability. Also, with his consistency, 
which has been remarkable, and with his bearing and behaviour 
off the field. 

He has been a credit to the club and the game in this respect. 

Alan is my idea of the ideal professional, and we at Bramall 
Lane consider ourselves lucky to have had such a first-class 
goalkeeper for so long. 

Alan is tremendously popular with the supporters, who, I am 
sure, will show their appreciation during his testimonial events. 




RON SPRINGETT (ex-Sheffield Wednesday and England, now 

Q P R )> 

When I was asked to write a few words about *Hodgy' for this 
brochure, I wondered what 1 could say about this great player that 
has not already been said! 

One story comes to mind .... the only lime Tve ever seen this 
cool character flustered, and it happened when we were together in 
Chile for the 1962 World Cup. A giant cactus thorn pierced one of 
Alan's toes. It went right through, 

ril not tell you exactly what Alan said then, but it was the same 
sort of phraseology I’ve used during our derby matches when he 
would bring ofTone of his great saves and fill we Owls and supporters 
with despair! . „ - , 

‘Hodgy’ is one of the best and most consistent keepers in the 
gumc. 1 am proud to have played against him as a player and happy 
to have had the pleasure of being his friend. 

I wish Alan lots of luck and I'm sure the Sheffield public will give 
him the bumper turnout he so richly deserves. 




DON MEGSON (Captain, Sheffield Wednesday) 

I am very grateful for the opportunity of saying a few words 
about one of the game's best professionals. Alan Hodgkinson, who 
has been a credit both to Sheffield and to football in general since 
he began his career as a teenager at Bramall Lane. 

You know, there are people in Sheffield who assume that 
rivalry between Wednesday and United is so intense that the 
respective camps actually dislike each other. 

Let us put the record straight. Speaking as captain of Wednesday, 
I can tell you that nothing gives our lads greater pleasure than to 
beat the Blades, but that’s as far as it goes. 1 have lads I like to 
number among my friends in the Lane camp — and none more so 
than ‘Hodgy’, whose wonderful agility and extreme courage have 
foiled Wednesday in tense and exciting derby matches. 

In many senses Alan has been unlucky in that he has played 
throughout an era in which England has possessed a string of really 
brilliant goalkeepers. It has meant that his extreme consistency has 
not been rewarded with more international recognition. 

But in his own city he has earned for himself a really wonderful 
name — and no player is more deserving of a testimonial match. 

I have always felt that loyalty should find its reward. Sheffield 
United have had many loyal players over the years. Alan Hodgkinson 
is the latest in a long and distinguished line and I am delighted that 
the city is. to get an opportunity to pay the proper tribute. 

Congratulations, Alan. May you go on giving pleasure to so 
many people for a long time yet. 


JIMMY ARMFIELD (Blackpool and England): 

Alan and I first met in the Army in 1955 and we became firm 
friends, something that still holds good today. We played our first 
game of representative football together and ‘Hodgy' is one of the 
first people I think of when discussing friends made in football. 

He first showed his real ability in those Army days, and 1 shall 
never forget one display against Eintracht in Frankfurt when a 
new stadium was opened. 

Alan was playing for the Army that day and he was fantastic, 
he really was. He has plenty of agility, is very brave and has 
tremendous strength in his arms and while some people say he 
suffers from lack of inches it doesn't seem to have presented Alan 
with any problems. He has never had a competitor capable of 
ousting him — and in all those years at the Lane this is surely 
sufficient testimony to his ability. 

I am very pleased to hear he is having a testimonial. If ever a 
player deserved one, Alan does, and I’m convinced he is far from 
finished yet. For all his years at the top, Alan has never shown the 
slightest trace of conceit. He's a great character. 
















‘HODGY! ’ 
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J. HAGAN 

6 

R. FROG GATT 
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9 

K. ELLIS 

10 

A. ROWLEY 

10 

A. BROADBENT 

11 

B. HODGSON 

11 

D. WOODHEAD 

12 

F. FURNESS 

12 

N. JACKSON 
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3 
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4 
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6 
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6 
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7 

A. WOODWARD 
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8 

T. CURRIE 

8 
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J. RITCHIE 

10 
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10 
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11 
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11 
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12 
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12 

B. WARBOYS 

13 

.M. HILL 

13 

G. YOUNG 
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THE MAN THIS BROCHURE IS ALL ABOUT... 


PETER HOWARD of The Star and Green 'Un, Sheffield, has stcn nearly eveiy 

match involving Alan Hodgkinson for the past seven years, reporting them for his 
paper. He has travelled many thousands of miles in the company of the popular 
’keeper and here writes an appreciation of the man this testimonial brochure is all 


Perhaps I’m flattering myself, but maybe when I’m an old man someone will 
ask me who I consider myself proud to have known during my journalistic career. 

One name lhat will readily spring to mind is Alan Hodgkinson — and not just 
because he happens to be one of the best goalkeepers ihh country has ever seen. 

Because of Hodgkinson the man, as well as Hodgy the ’keeper. 

Everybody in Sheffield knows possibly everything there is to know about Alan’s 
illustrious career, but not everybody is privileged to know ihe player off the field. 

He is one of the most professional professionals I've met. and yet he is a man 
who has never let so many years in the soccer limelight go to his head. 

Any manager will tell you that ifhis club could be staffed with men of Hodgkinson- 
type dedication, there would be no need for him to worry. 

Conscientious in his training, determined in his approach, he is also quite a 
philosopher. 

‘T’ve been very lucky you know”, he told me not so long ago. "I’ve had a lot 
of knocks, but nothing really serious. Luck can mean an awful amount in this game". 

He will never credit his own courage or grit, and though he can take praise 
with a smile and a "that’s what I get paid for” attitude, he can also take constructive 
criticism without batting an eyelid. 

Mind you, considering the number of games he has played, there have been so 
very few occasions when he could be faulted! 

• Oddly enough, the only lime Tve know n him protest about any sort of criticism 
is when the team has perhaps managed a useful win or draw away from home . . . 
and been given nothing in the way of credit. 

Alan worries deeply about the fans. He is as upset as anyone when he feels 
they have been let down. 

Once he told me about sickly feelings when he saw a youngster led away during 
one of those disgusting scenes some time ago at the Lane. 

"This kid had blood pouring down his face, down his clothing. A little lad. 
What had he done to deserve that?” he asked in a genuinely bewildered tone. 

"What are we coming to when this sort of thing goes on”, said Alan, more 
worried about the damage to the games’ image, and injured innocents, than concerning 
himself with the fact that a bottle might have bounced off his head. Maybe the thought 
didn’t occur to him. 

Alan has spent many hours attending supporters functions, giving up valuable 
spare time partly because he feels this is part of a professional’s life, mainly because 
if his presence helps other people to enjoy themself... well that’s ok by him. 

It is no fluke that ‘Hodgy’ is one of the most popular players United have ever 
had. It was no surprise he was first winner of the S.U.S.C. ‘Player of the Year’ trophy. 

No surprise to anyone but Hodgy, perhaps. He was genuinely touched by this 
vote of confidence. 

I’ve had the pleasure of being with Alan on sports forums, and though he 
bashfully disclaims any fame as an orator, the fans listen eagerly for every word ... 
and his sincerity, honesty, commonsense and humour is well worth listening to. 

Maybe 1 have been particularly impressed by Hodgkinson the man because he 
was one of the first lo make me welcome when I first travelled with the Blades seven 


years ago. 

Since then my first impressions have been confirmed many times over. 

Alan Hodgkinson, great goalkeeper, might have been a 

Sheffield United in particular, and football in general, should be glad he chose 

goaltoping.i business these days, but with people like Alan Hodgkinson 

around, it could never fail to be a pleasure.. 

Here’s my wish ... a bumper testimonial, Alan. I think the fans will show in 
magnificent manner that paying to watch matches with you involved has been money 
well spent. 


~ THE ALAN HODGKINSON ST ORY... _ 

Alan Hodgkinson. born on August 16th.. 1936 at Laughton, not far from 

way lince then, playing in over 500 first team matches m competitions lhat matter. 
And well over a hundred in friendly matches at home and abroad. , South 

ffis travels at club and international level have taken him to North and South 
America, nearly all the countries that matter on the European continent, not to 

mention others in the Far East, , * cf nt Tjimes’Park 

He made his League debut for the Blades in August 1954, at St. James ParK, 
where he and his pals managed to beat Newcastle United 2-1, 

Oddly enough, he made his 500th League and Cup appearance on that same 

Fantastically consistent once he had finished his Army service, Hoagy s 
appearances in League football from his debut to the end of last season read: 
11-4-17-36-42-39-41-40-40-35-40-41-42-41, 

His grand total of competitive appearances to the end of 1967-68 season; 

Football League.469 

F,A. Cup .48 

Football League Cup .18 

535 


Very early in his career, Alan went from Yorkshire League football with United’s 
third team to first team, then England Under-23, Football League and then full 
England honours! All in one season . .. 

He first played for his country against Scotland at Wembley on April 6th, 1957, 
and followed up by playing twice against Eire, and against Denmark and Wales. 

Though he was never on the losing side in any of these matches, Alan never 
played again for his country at top level after the Welsh match at Wembley in 
November 1960. His old pal Ron Springett was one of the main reasons for this! 

Alan was married on May 30th, 1959 — and this year was the first time he and 
his wife Brenda have been able to celebrate their anniversary together in nine years. 
Usually Alan has been away on club tours, or duty at representative level. 

The Hodgkinsons live at Todwick and have two daughters, Karen (6) and 
Paula (3). o > \ / 

Alan’s hobbies? He enjoys cricket — not surprisingly, he is a capable player — 
programme collecting, and likes trying his hand with a cine-camera. His soccer 
travels have enabled him to build quite an impressive library of reels covering soccer 
globe-trotting. 


^ occasion you never forget”. 

match? ‘T suppose this must be the Chelsea game at 

The most difficult forward he has faced*? "Thic k nnf nr. 






















ALAN SAYS “THANKYOU” 


1 


Dear Friends, 

After many years 
in football and playing 
in so many testimonial 
matches for my friends 
I feel very proud that 
my club have been so 
kind in granting one to 
me, 

I have always 
regarded playing for 
Sheffield United as an 
honour: a privilege to 
have represented them 
in so many countries. 
Many footballers arc 
asked what they regard 
their proudest moment. 
Some say playing for 
England or probably 
refer to a match which 
sticks in their momcry. 

But 1 must say my 
proudest moment was 
signing full time forms 
for Sheffield United. It 
was then 1 realised a 
boyhood dream. 

Although it is my 
good fortune to be 
having a testimonial, I 
hope to be playing in 
ordinary matches for 
quite a while yet! 

It would take a fat 
volume to say an 
individual *thankyou’ 
to everyone who has 



been so good to me and helped me during my career, but I would like to thank . . , 
MY CLUB — who have been so very good to me and my family over the many 
years I have been connected with the club. 

THE SUPPORTERS of Sheffield United. It is difficult to say what a great pleasure 
it has been, and always will be, to play for them. 

MY PERSONAL FRIENDS off the field. 

THE great players I have had the pleasure to play with, for and against. 
THE GENTLEMEN OF THE PRESS — who have always reported my personal 
displays, good or bad, with a fairness I’ve always appreciated. 

THE YOUNGSTERS who support the Blades behind the goals. Lane end and the 
kop. No words can really express my thanks to you for kind support and witty 
comments during the games. 

TO THE GENTLEMEN of my testimonial committee, helping to make this event 


a success. 

IF I HAVE MISSED anyone from this list, my deepest apologies, and my thanks. 

Although I may have been on the short side as goalkeepers go 1 hope I have at 
least given a little pleasure to you at some time or other — and this includes the most 
ardent Sheffield Wednesday supporters who I greatly admire for their keen, spirited 
rivalry in the derby matches I have been fortunate to play in. 

Now it remains for me to say on behalf of my wife Brenda, and our daughters 
a sincere ‘thankyou’ to everyone, and here’s wishing you all success and good health. 
From a very proud Blade ... 





